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matches which still exist. Drunkenness was no less common.
The Proctors* Book of the English "nation" at Paris shows
that in the small area of the city reserved for the accommoda-
tion of English students were no less than sixty taverns. These
evils, however sadly they mitigated against a student's later
life, were fruits rather than roots of an antecedent evil which
caused their prevalence.
The seat of the trouble was the poverty, and the quite
wretched living conditions of the majority of students. John
of Salisbury in a list of the Six Keys of Learning, included
Poverty and Exile among Humbleness of Heart, Love of
Enquiry, Peacefulness, and Meditation. There is hardly any
student, who afterwards became so famous that we still possess
the narrative of his life, who did not have to face both poverty
and exile at some time or odier. Nobody, and least of all
John, imagines that being poor possessed in itself any subtle
alchemy of learning, but, in that day, it was an almost in-
escapable condition which had to be fulfilled. "A student's
first song is a demand for money, and there will never be a
letter which does not ask for cash," wrote a weary father. To
judge by the students' letters which have come down to us,
and by the ready sale which model begging letters had, this
father did not complain unjustly.
Well-beloved father, I have not a penny, nor can I get any
save through you, for all things at the University are so dear:
nor can I study in my Code or my Digest, for they are all
tattered. Moreover I owe ten crowns in dues to the Provost,
and can find no man to lend them to me; I send you word
of greetings and of money....
Dear father, deign to help me! I fear to be excommunicated;
already I have been cited, and there is not even a dry bone in
my larder. If I find not the money before this feast of Easter
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